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SUBJ: CABINET CHANGE: DISCUSSION WITH PRIME MINISTER HOSS 

1 . PRIME MINISTER HOSS TOLD ME MORNING APRIL 20 THAT, AS I 
KNEW, QUESTION OF CABINET RESIGNATION HAD BEEN IN AIR POR 
SOME TIME. IN PACT IT HAD BEEN CONSIDERED TWO MONTHS AGO AS 
PART OF A PACKAGE WHICH WOULD START WITH NATIONAL CONCILIATION 
AS FIRST PHASE, POLLOWED BY NEW, BROADER CABINET INCLUDING 
POLITICIANS. FOR VARIOUS REASONS CONCILIATION HAD NEVER GOTTEN 
OPF THE GROUND, CABINET MINISTERS HAD STILL BEEN ANXIOUS TO 
TURN RESPONSIBILITIES OVER TO POLITICIANS, HOWEVER, AND HAD 
SEIZED ON CONSTRUCTIVE ATMOSPHERE OP APRIL 18 PARLIAMENTARY 
SESSION AS SUITABLE OCCASION. THEY HOPED IT WORKED. 

2. I ASKED HIM IF HE WAS INTERESTED IN CONTINUING TO HEAD 
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GOVERNMENT. HE SAID NO, HE WOULD MUCH PREFER TO QUIT. HE 
HAD HAD NO TIME TO SEE HIS FAMILY EVER SINCE HE TOOK THE JOB AND 
IT WAS APPECTING HIS HEALTH (HE HAS ASTHMA). I SAID HE HAD 
BROUGHT A REPRESHING INTEGRITY AND HONESTY TO THE POSITION 
AND WE WOULD REGRET VERY MUCH HIS DEPARTURE, BUT I COULD 
CERTAINLY UNDERSTAND HIS PEELINGS. 
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3. HOSS WAS UNWILLING TO SPECULATE ON COMPOSITION OF THE 
NEW CABINET AND SAID SARKIS WAS WORKING WITH BOUTROS AND 
SPEAKER OF PARLIAMENT KAMAL AL-ASSAD ON IT. 

4. COMMENT. I GATHER THAT DECISION TO RESIGN WAS TAKEN 
ON SPUR OF THE MOMENT, MORNING APRIL 19 BY SARKIS, HOSS AND 
BOUTROS. SARKIS IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID HE WAS PLAYING HIS 
LAST CARD. I TALKED BRIEFLY TO BOUTROS ON THE TELEPHONE 
LAST NIGHT AND HE WAS IN MOST CHEERFUL MOOD I HAD FOUND HIM 
IN FOR WEEKS. HE HOPED THAT NEW CABINET WOULD GIVE LEBANESE 
WAY OUT OF THEIR PRESENT IMPASSE. EVERYONE HOPES THE SAME 
THING, BUT IT IS GOING TO TAKE SEVERAL MINOR MIRACLES, THE 
FIRST OF WHICH WILL BE TO FIND A CABINET INCLUDING DIVERSE 
POLITICAL ELEMENTS WHO WILL BE WILLING TO COOPERATE WITH EACH 
OTHER. PARKER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CABINET, GOVERNMENT REFORM, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS, HEAD OF GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BEIRUT02241 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 69-0286 

Format: TEL 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780437/aaaabevs.tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 453701 ab-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2908736 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CABINET CHANGE: DISCUSSION WITH PRIME MINISTER HOSS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, LE, (AL-HOSS, SALIM AHMAD), (PARKER, RICHARD B) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/453701 ab-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



